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Abstract

In the aftermath of world war II, the international rule of law was developed mainly through the creation of individual

rights. Progressively, this situation changed. States started to realize that the international human rights system had

serious limitations, threatening the preservation of cultural diversity. As a result, international legal instruments focused

on collective rights began to emerge. Notably, these group-related legal instruments did not entail procedural rules. Due

to that, the normative impact of such instruments has been constrained. To protect diversity, I argue for the development

of group-adequate procedural rules in human rights complaint mechanisms. Which type of procedural rules are essential

in this regard? I answer this question by referring to the judicial practice of the Inter-American Court on indigenous’

issues. By doing so, I underscore the relationship between procedural and substantial rights that touches upon the

foundational basis of international law.
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