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Abstract

In comparison to many regional and international courts, the African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights is relatively a
very young institution. It was established in 1998 by law but became operational only later in 2006. As a late comer, the
Court has got the unique advantage of referring and applying the much-developed and rich jurisprudence of other 'older’
courts and quasi-judicial institutions. All the same, the African Court has avoided a complete dependence on the
jurisprudence of other courts and whenever contexts warranted, it has taken its own path that do not necessarily reflect
the position of the other courts. On some occasions, the Court has also adopted quite progressive positions that
expanded the content of some norms of international human rights law relating to, inter alia, matters of election, freedom
of expression, and the right to a fair trial. This article seeks to highlights the major normative contributions of the African
Court to international human rights law in its decade of human rights protection in Africa.
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