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Abstract

The 2010 International Court of Justice ruling in the case of the Pulp Mills demonstrated the importance of institutional
cooperation in the field of prevention and resolution of water related disputes. The 2010 ruling also strengthened
international environmental law and its importance in the context of international watercourses. The ICJ took advantage
of these disputes to recall the obligation to conduct an environmental impact assessment and that all states are required
to conduct an environmental impact assessment before authorizing any activities that may impact an international
watercourse. The Court recognized the customary nature of the obligation to conduct an environmental impact
assessment. So the settlement of the disputes related to water enhances international water law and its place inside the
international system.
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