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Alex Widdowson is an independent animation director. He is a graduate from the masters programme in Documentary
Animation at the Royal College of Art, London, and will shortly be starting a practice based PhD at Queen Mary, University
of London.

Abstract

Music & Clowns is an animated documentary about Down syndrome that intimately portrays the subjectivity and
relationships between my brother, our parents, and myself. This film will function as a case study to facilitate a reflective
exploration and practice-informed analysis of the theoretical frameworks and discourses categories animated
documentary. | will place emphasis on the value of Bill Nichols’ modes of documentary, over Annabella Honess Roe
categories of animated documentary, demonstrating the importance of integrating animation within the wider discourse
of documentary and disputing the usefulness of isolating the animated documentary as a discipline defined by difference
from live action practice.
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