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Abstract

Shadow plays were the main attraction of the Chat Noir cabaret in Paris, in the 1890s. In
the famous venue directed by Rodolphe Salis, a théâtre d'ombres conceived by Henri
Rivière proposed shows with performances of original music.
 
Touring versions of the theatre, with smaller silhouettes, reached other European cities.
The musical ensemble changed with the available artistic resources. The scores had only
piano and baritone parts, but those featured indications for ad libitum instruments and
singers.
 
One complete Chat Noir touring theatre was found at the Crevin Castle in Bossey (France),
after the death of its owner: Angelo Dalle Molle (1908-2002), an Italian businessman. The
theatre was later donated to the Precinema Museum in Padova.
 
The study and restoration of the touring theatre led to the reconstruction of two plays: La
marche à l’Etoile (1890), and Le Sphynx (1896).
 
The Dalle Molle Foundation, with the University of Padova, produced a 2019 show with live
music, based on the materials and research of the Precinema Museum. Igor Imhoff
(http://www.igorimhoff.eu) directed a historically accurate video featuring animated scans
of the silhouettes, to be accompanied by a new version of Georges Fragerolle’s music, for
string orchestra, percussions and baritone. 
 
The talk will detail the scientific and artistic work behind the reconstruction of the
experience of the Chat Noir touring theatre. Excerpts from the video will be screened
during the presentation.

http://www.igorimhoff.eu/
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