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As a safety regulator, the Norwegian Ocean Industry Authority (HAVTIL), has for years observed, and also published
reports, concerning challenges and expedient practice related to use of risk acceptance criteria, particularly in the offshore
petroleum industry.

In this paper we therefore share the preliminary observations of our multi year Risk Acceptance Criteria Project.

We have observed positive innovations in the industry. We also point at further possibilities and needs for improvements.
These are also based on a review of the scientific literature regarding Risk Acceptance Criteria.

Our six main conclusions are as follows.

- There is a need for a broader view of how Risk Acceptance Criteria can be formulated and used.

- Since decision-making situations vary, there isn't one criterion that can be used in all decisions.

- There is a need for coherence between risk descriptions and criteria.

- The regulations on Risk Acceptance give better guidance when viewed holistically.

- The chosen regulatory regime has a wider space for interpretation than is currently used.

- Decision makers should primarily be enabled to understand the accident scenarios, uncertainties and rest risk,
implement risk reducing measures, create robust solutions. Such an approach is viewed as more promising than

documenting whether an already made decision will be within easily achieved risk acceptance criteria.
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