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There is a widespread scientific recognition that crises are increasingly transboundary in nature, since several of them

spread beyond their origin. The most striking examples are the COVID-19 pandemic, which called for a massive

international cooperation to respond to its societal and economic consequences, and climate change, which concerns not

only how to deal with increased precipitations or global temperature, but also its effects on infrastructure, economies and

health. Transboundary crises underpin complexity and uncertainty, since they cross sectoral, geographical and policy

boundaries, are compounded, and impact several nations, organisations, or areas of expertise. As such, they challenge

traditional disaster risk management by requiring a higher level of coordination and cooperation to manage them

effectively. Due to these characteristics, response to such crises entails establishing a shared and clear picture of the

situation through interaction and communication among disaster risk management actors at various administrative and

geographical levels. This is what joint sensemaking is according to the crisis literature. However, joint sensemaking for

acute disaster responses needs to be enhanced before the actual crisis unfolds, during prevention and preparedness

activities in multilevel disaster risk governance. This paper aims to pinpoint implications and challenges of joint

sensemaking as a key issue for disaster risk management activities related to transboundary crises through a literature

review of two streams of research: disaster risk governance and crisis research. By bringing these two together, the paper

will contribute to a better understanding of joint sensemaking processes by uncovering linkages between communication,

interaction, situational awareness, and ability to provide coordinated responses through prevention and preparedness

activities that concern the management of transboundary crises. 
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