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Symposium General Presentation/Abstract

Anatomical science is an evolving discipline, where traditional modes of learning are being complemented by the

integration of digital innovations. In tandem, new ethical challenges continue to emerge and illuminate novel

considerations for researchers and educators to contemplate. This symposium explores ethical considerations at the

intersection of body donation, anatomy research and education, and digital technology.  

 

Maintaining public trust is essential for ensuring the sustainability of body donation programs, with social license playing

a crucial role in ensuring transparency, aligning practices with societal values, and fostering public engagement with

donor programmes and the science of anatomy. This must occur in tandem with the adoption of digital technologies into

anatomy, which itself raises critical ethical questions about consent, provenance, and digital representation in an

increasingly digital era. Simultaneously, the development of AI-generated anatomy brings new ethical dilemmas,

particularly when historical anatomical images - sometimes obtained unethically - are repurposed for digital models.

Issues of social justice, consent, bias, and data integrity must be addressed to ensure responsible use of these materials in

the developing field of visual ethics. Beyond these concerns, virtual dissections, AI-simulations, and 3D-modeling offer

new educational opportunities but also challenge traditional ethical frameworks.

 

As anatomy further integrates digital technology, ethical guidelines and practices must also evolve to uphold respect for

donors, historical materials, and the integrity of anatomical science. This symposium explores the frontier of ethics in

anatomy, contributing important dialogue on how ethical principles can guide anatomical science in an era of rapid

technological change.
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