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Linguists use "morphology" in a quite different sense from that used by Anatomists and other scientists.

To us Latinists, "the study of 'morph's (= 'forms')" is the study of morphemes & their allomorphs.  "Morpheme" labels any

"smallest reuseable meaningful wordpart," and "allomorph" ("other form") denotes any of the variant manifestations of a

morpheme, as found in the real world.  For example, oiso-, oeso-, & eso- are contemporary allomorphs of an ancient

Greek morpheme which (through its Latin & Germanic cognates) manifests also in English as ed- (in 'ed-ible') and eat- (as

in 'eat-en').  Thus the eso-phag-us (regardless of how you want to spell it!) is--morphologically--the "eaten-carrying-part."

Note that these literal meanings were once immediately apparent to nearly all medical people (because of the near-

universal preliminary learning of Latin required of them).  

To illustrate some of the uses of the "tools" offered by the concepts of morpheme & allomorph, a set of closely related

examples is presented in this poster.

The results will depend upon responses to this poster (and future writings based on the same premises).  At the very least,

viewers should realize that most medical terminology--analyzed morphologically--contains more information than may

be immediately obvious!

We have found that using some of these basic concepts to teach medical terminology is very effective.  In terms of

scholarship, we also suspect that many current issues in terminology may be helpfully illuminated by means of the tools

these concepts suggest.
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