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During our work on names for Muscular Variants, an early hypothesis was that certain subcategories of variation would
emerge which might be amenable to nomenclatural subtyping.

We used Bergman’s Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Human Anatomic Variation to an compile extensive list of muscular
variants of the shoulder, arm, forearm and hand, and we feel that this group (of over 400 structures) provides a sufficiently
large sample to test our hypothesis.

We found that many Upper Limb muscular variants (and therefore, presumably, many Lower Limb ones) do in fact fall into
one of a relatively small number of discernible types, and that this technique of sub-typing can in fact provide useful
bases for succinct & consistent Latin names.

In this poster we present a few examples of these subtypes, to show how their names can be usefully and succinctly
systematized.

Because our group's ultimate goal is to create & propose rules and patterns for a simple and consistent nomenclatural
system applicable to all anatomical variants, we believe that the specific technique of subtyping exemplified in this poster

will serve as one foundation upon which many such names can be developed.
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