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An obituary gives insight into a person’s life; however, students are only privy to their cadavers age and cause of death.

During dissection, students face the unique experiences that come with the dissection hall whilst simultaneously being

aware of the intrinsic value of the cadaver. This study aims to merge scientific understanding of the human body with the

emotional, social, and ethical aspects of human life. 

Bachelor of Medical Science students in the Department of Clinical Anatomy, University of KwaZulu-Natal, were tasked to

pen obituaries for their cadavers. Students were informed that all submissions could follow an unrestricted style of writing.

The study population included students in their third and fourth years of study (n=34). Obituaries were independently

reviewed against a coding system, and underwent thematic analysis (HSSREC/00003014/2021).

Six different themes emerged: (i) Humanizing Anatomical Donors (44%) (ii) Cultivating Professionalism and Compassion

(21%) (iii) Improving Communication Skills (21%) (iv) Encouraging Reflection and Ethical Awareness (29%) (v) Fostering

Gratitude and Memorialization (62%) and (vi) Bridging Science and Humanity (53%).

Obituary writing in anatomy education embodies an innovative pedagogical approach, bridging technical features of

medical training with humanistic elements of healthcare. It provides students with a multifaceted opportunity to reflect on

humanity behind the bodies they study, cultivating empathy, compassion and professionalism. By considering the lives,

achievements and relationships of those passed, students deepen their connection to the human experience, developing

essential communication skills necessary for their future careers.
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