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Currently, no established system exists for naming anatomical variation, and the collection of variants documented in the

TA2 is limited. This current project, a collaboration between anatomists and Latinists, introduces a newly developed

systematic approach to naming upper limb muscular variants in Latin, consistent with conventional principles guiding the

major anatomical nomenclatures. This project aims to develop and utilize a system of terminological features for naming

all documented anatomical variants, beginning with those of the upper limb muscles.

Bergman’s Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Human Anatomic Variation was used as a reference source to compile our

extensive list of muscular variants of the shoulder, arm, forearm and hand, and we propose a corresponding Latin name

for each one.

We are proposing over 400 new Latin names for the muscular upper limb anatomical variants identified in Bergman’s

Encyclopedia. For each variant, we propose an identifying number that corresponds to an existing anatomical term in the

TA2, an English equivalent describing the key features of the variant structure, a Latin name to distinguish the variant from

all other structures, and a literal English translation of the Latin name.

New variants are being continuously documented, but without consistent, accurate, and unique names, and a reliable

system for organizing those names, this valuable knowledge will not reach its widest possible audience. Since this is a

complete and systematic proposed Latin naming system for anatomical muscle variants, we hope it will serve as a

foundation upon which names can be developed for many other anatomical variants.
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