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This study explores the anatomical naming system used in veterinary medicine (Nomina Anatomica Veterinaria, NAV) and

its comparison to the system used in human anatomy (Terminologia Anatomica, TA2). While the TA2 is known for its

precise, structured terminology, the NAV offers a less standardized approach and leaves out important aspects such as

vernacular (English) equivalents. Our investigation delves into the inconsistencies, individual variability, and curious

differences between these two systems, particularly with terms like "cranial" and "caudal," which seem conceptually similar

but are applied differently.

We conducted an analysis of the NAV (6th edition) and a review of the limited critical literature published on the theme.

No critical review of the Latin used in the NAV seems to be in existence, and our study focuses on inconsistencies and

curiosities that need to be resolved such as the use of bucca and mala, and the use of rostrum. Addressing these

inconsistencies is critical, not only for veterinary professionals but also for broader medical communication, ensuring a

clear, standardized understanding of anatomical terminology.

This investigation serves as an initial exploration into the complexities and potential gaps within veterinary anatomical

language, with a call to move toward a more structured and cohesive naming system.
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