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In the latest version of the TA2, the name for one artery of the knee now reads arteria inferior lateralis genus [4704] in

place of the older version arteria genus inferior lateralis. The original creators of Latin anatomical terminology placed

such nominative comparative locatives at the end of the phrase for two reasons: first, nobody would ever think that there

could be a “lower side knee”; more importantly, the previous version lets us easily group all arteries of the knee side-by-

side, as opposed to the current state of the term, in which see all the “lower arteries” next to one another, which benefits

no-one.

I compare the recently amended phrases from the TA2, in which the locative adjectives now directly follow the noun they

modify, with their previous versions, in an effort to remind us of the benefits of the original construction, and to show, in

spite of its obvious simplification, the ultimate weakness of this newer way of presenting these terms.

The recent re-arrangement of comparative locatives (superior, anterius, etc.) in the TA2 has negatively affected the ability

to arrange anatomical terms into logical linguistic units of meaning.

Moving adjectives so that they directly follow the noun they modify makes intuitive sense, since the Latin is now easier to

read. But these changes often come at the expense of the original organizing logic of the terms and, once implemented,

the Latin names thus become much harder to organize in terms of systems and opposing pairs.
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