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The zygomaticus major muscle originates from the lateral surface of the zygomatic bone, near the zygomaticotemporal

suture, and extends to the corner of the mouth. It plays a key role in facial expression, lying between the zygomaticus

minor and risorius muscles. Its position is vital for conveying emotions and communication, making it an essential

structure in facial anatomy.

During a routine dissection of the facial muscles for training purposes, an unusual variation was observed in the origin of

the zygomaticus major muscle. Typically, this muscle originates from the zygomatic bone; however, in this case, it arose

from the temporal fascia and maintained its insertion in the expected region. No bony attachment for the muscle was

identified. The point of origin was photographed and documented from various angles.

The origin site of the zygomaticus major muscle is essential for achieving accurate resemblance in forensic craniofacial

reconstruction. Given its pivotal role in facial expression, this muscle has significant implications for cosmetic and surgical

procedures, as it directly influences the success of surgical outcomes.

This study highlights easily identifiable and palpable landmarks for the origin site of the zygomaticus major, providing

invaluable insights for both surgeons and forensic craniofacial reconstruction specialists. By understanding these key

markers, professionals can refine their practices and achieve better results in their fields.
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