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Since the beginning of humanity, we find traces of interest for the exploration of the human body.  The most ancient

dissection tools from Egypt, and some “bas-relief” from Assyria demonstrate the cultural curiosity for the dissection of

human corpses.

We recollect several ancient artistic representations of flayed human bodies, first used as ancient punishments, such as in

the Greek myth of Marsyas and Apollo, the ottoman flaying of Marcantonio Bragadin, or the legendary cult of St.

Bartholomew, all demonstrating a cultural interest for artistic anatomy.  

The Renaissance movements led to the first Anatomy book by Vesalius, in 1543. The capitulary letters from Vesalius’

Myology book depict the flaying of Marsyas by Apollo. Its illustrator, Von Calcar was a disciple of the famous Titian,

author of a dark representation of Marsyas. To our days, one can still find traces of the artistic interest for flayed human

bodies, as in Picasso’s illustrations of Ovid’s Metamorphoses. The catholic cult of Bartholomew also gave rise to an

important current of anatomically perfect artistic representations of flayed human bodies, such as the sculpture in Milan

Cathedral, or the painting by Michaelangelo on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel..

To our days, 3-D modelling of flayed human bodies are still used to teach myology, as the platinization techniques from

the German VonHaggens laboratory. Earlier predecessors of these anatomical preparations, can be found in the 17th

century Italian School of waxing preservations, in the 19th century French plastinized “écorchés” by Fragonard, or the

“papier-maché” models by Auzoux.
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