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The public dissection and display of human bodies may be interpreted as a means of engaging with the public and
creating transparency around anatomical dissection. However, the recent instances of public dissections have raised
concerns regarding the dignity of the dead and the effect that these practices have on the diverse cultural and religious
global communities. This study aimed to better understand the perspectives of South African students regarding public
dissection and the display of human bodies.

Students affiliated with various academic, cultural, and religious societies at an institution in South Africa, were invited to
voluntarily participate in a validated survey.

Preliminary data from 45 respondents indicated that while only 16% (n=7) were aware that exhibitions such as Body
Worlds existed, 42% (n=19) of respondents felt that the public display of human bodies serves an educational purpose.
Eighty percent (n=36) of respondents were not aware that public dissections had taken place in recent years. Fifty-one
percent (n=21) believed that these practices should not be allowed and 53% (n=24) felt that public dissections should not
be legal. Sixty-seven percent (n=30) believed that individuals should explicitly consent to their bodies being used in public
dissections.

Many of the participants were against these practices due to their religious and cultural beliefs. Several respondents
raised concerns that these exhibitions were less about educating the general public and more about satisfying morbid
curiosity. It is vital to consider the perspectives of different communities, globally, when discussing the ethics of using
human bodies during public engagement.
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