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Clinical vignettes have been used in medical education for their impact on clinical reasoning and problem solving. They
promote integration of basic and clinical sciences. To enhance the learning of histology in a clinical context, considering
the benefits of peer-assisted learning, we implemented an intervention that combined both. Clinical vignettes were
created for the histology laboratory and perception of students and instructors was evaluated.

Using published clinical cases, 15 vignettes were created for laboratory practice. Instructors were exposed to the method
prior to sessions. Each vignette correlated histology with morphological and clinical sciences. Three medical histology
courses participated, each divided into 4 groups which received different questions for internal work and subsequent
external discussion.

Participants: 25 students, 29 instructors. From a voluntary survey the average for both groups about discussion revealed
on a scale from 1 (poor) to 10 (excellent): usefulness 9.21, content: 9.13, relevance of session: 9.32; facilitation: 9.05. Likert
scale from 1 (not important) to 4 (extremely important), revealed: structure of vignette discussed: 3.57; questions related
to vignette: 3.75, discussion related: 3.75. Strengths for both groups, included clinical correlation, connection between
theory and practice, analysis of real case scenarios, histology as a diagnostic tool, motivation and self-confidence,
teamwork promotion. Time required for preparation and execution was the primary limitation identified. All participants
agreed to continue these sessions.

This method was widely accepted by students and instructors. It promoted clinical correlation with histological concepts
and enhanced clinical reasoning. It was proposed to continue doing the sessions.
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