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In Armenia, cervical cancer (CC) ranks as the 8th most common cancer in women and the second most prevalent among

those aged 15-44. Annually, approximately 178 women are diagnosed with CC. In 2017, Armenia initiated the Gardasil

quadrivalent HPV vaccine for females aged 13-14, achieving 13.3% full vaccination and 43% first-dose coverage by 2022.

A catch-up program was introduced in 2019 for women aged 15-45, offering a 3-dose series.

This study, conducted in 2024 at the “Tigran Mets” Primary Healthcare Center, aimed to assess knowledge, attitudes, and

practices regarding HPV vaccination and CC screening among women aged 18-60 combined with PAP test and

colposcopy.

Among 77 participants, 16% showed hypertrophic cervix, 9.8% ovuli noboti, 14.7% cervical ulceration, and 4.9% ectopia.

HPV screening identified polyps, and follow-ups revealed ovarian cysts and HPV-related lesions. Despite 73% recognizing

HPV’s sexual transmission, 22% were unaware.Notably, 66% of participants reported no contraceptive use, increasing STI

risk, with many having undergone multiple STI treatments. Smoking was identified as an HPV risk factor, but only 4 of 11

smokers acknowledged this. Among 23 women with cervical pathologies, 27% were overweight, and 13% obese, linking

poor diet to cancer risk. By PCR test HPV16 oncogenic strain were detected in three participants with significant cervical

lesions.

These findings underscore a critical gap in knowledge and the need for improved national strategies, including

transitioning to a single-dose, gender-neutral vaccination scheme combined with enhanced screening to reduce HPV-

related cancers.
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