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The Axillary artery (AA) is a major blood vessel located in the axilla and supplies the lateral thorax, upper limb as well as
axilla through the six branches it gives off from its course. This artery exhibits variation in origin and branching patterns
but its variations in laterality and sex remain underexplored, especially in the KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) population.

This study was conducted on 20 human cadavers of a white South African ethnic group (40 upper limbs), provided by the
Discipline Clinical Anatomy at the University of KwaZulu Natal. Detailed dissection instructions were followed using the
Grants dissector manual to carefully expose and examine the axillary artery's variations in the origin of its branches and
length.

It was observed that the 3™ part of AA had the most frequent number of variations of 45% in both males and females.
However, females had the greatest number of variations of 54.54% on the right side in the 3™ part. There were 3 types of
variations that occurred mainly in the third part. The first part had the least number of variations. The length of the axillary
artery varied between sex and laterality, but females had a longer average length of 129.10 mm in this study.



This study reveals that the variations of AA in origin and branching patterns differ with laterality and are sexually

dimorphic, a finding that could assist surgeons and radiologists in avoiding any pitfalls and complications of procedures
done in the axilla
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