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Short Abstract

This paper reports on findings from a wider international project entitled The Digital Practicum ('PRAC3’), funded by the
European Union (2020-1-ES01-KA226-HE- 096120). The project explores online teaching resources for an on-site school
practicum context using web 3.0 resources (including innovations such as augmented reality and remote classroom
learning settings).

Practicum plays a key role in the professional learning of future teachers. Student teachers often describe the practicum as
the most substantial part of their teacher education program due to the opportunity to be individually supervised by
mentors (Mclntyre, et al., 2005). However, during the COVID-19 pandemic practicum experiences have been curtailed.
Virtual mentoring and remote teaching were implemented in many contexts as is the case of the context in which the
research described in this paper was carried out. Most teacher education programmes have moved to online
environments (Flores & Gago, 2020) and student teachers and mentors have been asked to fully immerse in online
teaching for the practicum experience even though some do not feel sufficiently prepared to do so (Hechinger & Lorin,
2020). Mentoring is dependent on the singular contexts of practice and on the framework of practicum as well as the
profile of mentors or cooperating teachers. The current project draws on data collected with student teachers (n=69) and
mentors (n=39) using a validated research tool entitled Mentoring Profile Inventory (Clarke & Mena, 2020). Data were
collected through Google forms between December 2021 and January 2022 and were analysed using SPSS (version 26).

Findings indicate that student teachers and mentors are mostly aligned with a practical approach which includes the focus
on the learning process and on active methodologies. Such an approach is also identified by most of the mentors. The
critical and the academic approaches are also referred to by the participants pointing to tensions between the ideal or
most valued perspective and the one which is really in place in the context of teacher education. The mentor’s role is seen
as a “partner” focusing on the learning process and on issues of collaboration. ICT is highly valued and used by both
mentors and student teachers. These and other issues will be explored in the paper.

References

Clarke, A., & Mena, J. (2020). An international comparative study of practicum mentors: Learning about ourselves by
learning about others. Teaching and Teacher Education, 90, 103026. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2020.103026

Flores, M.A. & Gago, M. (2020) Teacher education in times of COVID-19 pandemic in Portugal: national, institutional and
pedagogical responses. Journal of Education for Teaching, 46 (4), 507-516, DOI: 10.1080/02607476.2020.1799709

Hechinger, J. & Lorin, J. (2020, March 19). Coronavirus forces $600 billion higher education industry online. Bloomberg
Businessweek. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-
coronavirus [Google Scholar]

Hudson, P. & Hudson, S. (2018). Mentoring preservice teachers: identifying tensions and possible resolutions, Teacher
Development, 22 (1), 16-30, DOI: 10.1080/13664530.2017.1298535



https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2020.103026
https://doi.org/10.1080/02607476.2020.1799709
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-19/colleges-are-going-online-because-of-the-coronavirus
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&publication_year=2020%2C+March+19&author=J.+Hechinger&author=J.+Lorin&title=Coronavirus+forces+%24600+billion+higher+education+industry+online
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&publication_year=2020%2C+March+19&author=J.+Hechinger&author=J.+Lorin&title=Coronavirus+forces+%24600+billion+higher+education+industry+online
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&publication_year=2020%2C+March+19&author=J.+Hechinger&author=J.+Lorin&title=Coronavirus+forces+%24600+billion+higher+education+industry+online
https://doi.org/10.1080/13664530.2017.1298535

Mclintyre, D., Haggar, H., & Wilkin, M. (2005). Mentoring: Perspectives on school based teacher education. London:
Routledge Falmer.



