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Short Abstract

This paper explores the role of humor in constructing recognizable, celebrated and undesirable science identities. We
draw on empirical material from ethnographic fieldwork carried out at two bachelor programmes at a Danish research-
intensive university. In the fieldwork, we followed the second-year students during a year across formal and informal
academic and social activities. Here we focus on the informal social activities, in specific the production and playing of the
yearly revue, a show with sketches, short videos and songs. The analysis shows how the revue created a strong community
for students, and at the same time portrayed specific parts of the disciplines and specific aspirations, including science
teaching, as undesirable. Humor in this way, acts both by creating celebrated science identities, but also by
communicating strong norms about what counted as desirable aspirations and career paths.



