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Short Abstract

Recent policy documents call for teacher education to be research-based, and this paper aims to contribute to the

discussion of what this means in the case of science. Science teacher educators (STEs) have a central role in implementing

research-based science teacher education (RBSTE), and their views on what RBSTE is and how it is implemented are

therefore of interest. Building on focus group data from staff members working with science in teacher education

institutions in Norway, we explore the meanings of RBSTE as conceptualized by STEs. We find that the most prominent

understanding of RBSTE among the respondents is related to supporting student teachers’ ability to engage with and

consume research-based knowledge. The students are expected to engage mainly with established knowledge in natural

science, and with established knowledge and current research in science education. Engaging with research is thought to

enable student teachers to become reflective professional practitioners after their education. These abilities are trained by

making the curriculum research-based, including research papers in reading lists, and requiring students to do their own

research in a master’s thesis. STEs also describe challenges with implementing RBSTE, mainly related to limited time and

resources, but also to concerns about the education becoming too academic. We conclude that there is a need to further

develop the meaning of RBSTE in the Norwegian context and to involve the STEs in this process.


