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Short Abstract

The present study aims to check the perception of animal welfare in six different situations through the observation of

photographs. For that, 194 pre-service primary school teachers (103 Portuguese and 91 Spanish) were inquired. To this end,

two versions of the same questionnaire were administered, including for the same situation one photo intended to induce a

more positive perception of the welfare of animals. The results of the two versions were compared in terms of the global

sample and by country. In general, the animals confined in zoos or bird cages, but where bars were not observed, led to a

better perception of the animal welfare. When the photos dealt with a situation about which the respondents had a very

critical position, as it was the case of bullfighting, the framing of the photograph had no effect on the perception of animal

welfare. The photos where human beings were interacting with animals induced different perceptions, depending on the

situations presented. The results allow concluding that photographs can lead to a more or less critical perception of the

animals' welfare, with an impact in the assessment of the quality of animals’ lives. This conclusion emphasizes the need of a

careful selection of the photos in school context, as the ones included in educational resources designed or selected by

teachers and in textbooks. Implications of the present results for students of any cycle of schooling are also discussed.


