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Short Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic made plain the need for youth to learn about and understand infectious disease epidemiology. 

While some citizens engage with scientific understandings and opt to wear masks and engage in social protective measures,

others demonstrate a lack of understanding or valuing of science as it relates to their daily lives. This paper shares findings

from student reflections as they engaged and wrote about their experiences in the Whyville virtual world SPIKEY-20

epidemic.  Students drew connections between their understanding of COVID-19 and their actions within the SPIKEY-20

virtual world. Understanding how students engage science in personal decision making is central to developing materials

and supports for developing a scientifically literate populace.


